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The JOY of Christmas is not in the gift giving or the Christmas parties we attend. The JOY in Christmas is the message

of the birth of the Christ Child and the promise of salvation given to each of us. We invite you to share our JOY as

Christmas approaches. Each Sunday there is a service at 10 a.m. at 5880 Oak Street and all are welcome. Our Christmas

Pageant will be performed during our Sunday Service on December 23rd when once again our folks will re-enact the

story of the birth of Jesus.

What is JOY?

We received an email that read “What’s the JOY mean? The JOY means make other people happy”. In planning our

Christmas Issue, we have thought a lot about what makes the JOY in Joy Fellowship. Throughout this issue, we hope to

show you what makes our congregation joyful and happy. The JOY is the sharing of friendship and love with our church

friends and family, the caring they give and receive, and the message of Christ and his love for us.

JOY by David Hayward

Joy is our Advent theme this year and is a Fruit of the Spirit that shines in the lives of many of our

members with disabilities.

From Philippians 4: “Rejoice in the Lord Always, I will say it again, REJOICE”.

Paul wants us to rejoice, not in the circumstances, which sometimes certainly will be very difficult, but in The Lord.

JOY will flow and peace will grow as we draw near to others in gentle care and as we draw near to God in thankful

prayer. As we enjoy God’s presence , we also receive His gift of peace and security.

FROM ISAIAH 12: “ Surely God is my salvation,

I will trust and will not be afraid

For the LORD GOD is my strength and my song

And he has become my salvation.

And with JOY you will draw water from the wells of salvation”

We need to drink from the wells of salvation.

Come unto me and drink, Jesus invites us

And then we will give thanks and sing with JOY.

“Shout aloud and sing for JOY, people of Zion

For great is the Holy One of Israel among you”

We must remind ourselves that the LORD our God is with us and that He is mighty to save. He takes great delight in us

and He is rejoicing over us with singing.

The saints in Joy Fellowship are good at giving thanks and very good at making a JOYFUL noise.

Rejoice in the Lord, always, friends.

Praying that the joys and blessings of

Christmas be with each of you.



For more than 10 years now, we have had a boat trip each

summer as one of our day trips. The most popular,

because it has the most room, has been Harbour Cruises

lunch cruise up Indian Arm. Every year it is a bit

different, but this year again we had over 50 participants.

They set aside the whole main floor of the Britannia for

us, and we enjoy watching the scenery and visiting from

table to table with friends and caregivers. Sometimes we have brought guitars and amplifiers and song books, but the

noise of the engine makes singing a bit hard. We have a fabulous buffet lunch, and spend about 4 hours together. Always

a JOYFUL time.

For the last three years a Joy Fellow-

ship team has participated in some-

thing called Read the Word over the

City. This is a cross-Canada event, in

which on a particular Saturday in

September, believers publically read-

aloud the scriptures over the cities of

Canada. The Word of God is a Liv-

ing Word and we pray that our read-

ing will bless and help transform

Vancouver. It was started a few years ago, when that pastor in Florida was planning to burn a Koran on Sept.11. Some

Canadian Christians felt a better way of spending that day was to read the Bible. This year again, we gathered at Queen

Elizabeth park and for an hour we took turns reading verses. Each group that takes part is asked to read a specific portion

so that over the day if possible the whole Bible may be read. We read our Bibles with Joy always, so we are glad to

take part

JOY is enjoying a sunny September day, walking the

seawall in Stanley Park with friends and knowing you

are raising money for disabled children in China. This

year more than 30 folks from Joy Fellowship partici-

pated in the “Walk the Wall” and helped to raise more

than $400,000 Worldwide.

Indian Arm Boat Day Trip

2012 Walk the Wall

JOY is pride in the accom-

plishments of our friends.

Next summer, five members

of Joy Fellowship have

qualified for the Provincial

Special Olympics. Dave and

Merrill Stocks will compete

playing Bocce while Nick

Chan and Patrick Costello

will compete in track and

field events and Sarah

Brown competes in Power

Lifting. We wish them all

success and feel proud of

their accomplishments.

Sarah Brown (2010)

2012 Read the Word

2013 Special Olympians



2012 Mount Carmel Bible College Visit

The Mount Carmel Bible School from Edmonton trav-

elled to Vancouver and took part in our morning Service

on November 4th. Here they are sharing their music and

their JOY at being with us once again.

A Pancake Breakfast was held

following the visit by Mount Car-

mel Bible School. Christina, Julie

and Judy prepared and served the

breakfast.

We have a team of

Joy Fellowship

leaders that gathers

every other month

on Sunday after

church to discuss

the direction of the

church, and give

suggestions for

ways we can serve

together more

effectively. In this way we hope to give more people a chance

to have input into our life and ministry together.

Another thing that gives us JOY is having

special guests come to visit us, and often

when we come to the time of the service

for prayer, we ask our special guests to

come forward and take a seat, and we

gather around them and lay hands on them

and pray. Here we are praying for Doug

and Jill and Katie Janzen, as they set off for

their new place of ministry in Ft. St. John,

where God is blessing them, and making

them a blessing, and we pray that perhaps

Doug and Katie might be the catalyst for a

ministry there for people with disabilities.

2012 Leadership Team Meeting Special Guests

Donate to Joy Fellowship

on-line by going to the

JF website and click on the

CanadaHelps.org icon



JOY is being part of the annual Joy Christmas Craft Fair.

The Craft Fair, held on December 1st, was in the hall of

Trinity Baptist Church. Although the Craft Fair is one of the

major fund raising events of the year, there is so much more

to the Fair than raising money. JOY comes from the many

who meet the day before, working together to transform the

bare church gym into a dazzling display of crafts and goods.

Setting up the booths, decorating them, unpacking boxes and

sharing the hard work. Friends like Carol Hansen and Ron

and Carol Travers have brought good from different parts of

the world—crafts from Mexico, Uganda, China and other far

off places to fill the tables of their World Market.

Friends of

Joy Fellowship have been knitting all year and come with scarves,

socks, blankets and hats. Others have made jams and jellies, while the

Home Baking corner is full of cookies, tarts, muffins and of course,

David Hayward’s home made bread. Many different crafts are there,

made by our members and of course the Joy Calendar for the next year

is always popular as Lezlee waits at the doorway to sell and collect

calendar money. Cinzia and June have looked after the White Elephant

table for many years, while throughout the day members join together

to sing Christmas carols . Women from supportive churches have come

together to serve the sandwiches and goodies for the Luncheon.

JOY is greeting old friends, joining the singing, finding the perfect

item for a Christmas gift and relaxing over lunch before starting to do one final round of the booths in case something

was missed the first time. And when everything is packed away and Oscar and Fred have gathered up the money, JOY is

being able to say “Once again, a successful Joy Fair.

JOY is having two new Canadian citizens in our congrega-

tion. We were so Joyful when Robert and Nana Yu became

citizens of Canada on October 26, 2012. Nana and Robert

came from Taiwan and began attending Joy Fellowship

soon after settling in Vancouver in 2007. Nana is a member

of our Sign Language Choir and a faithful member of the

Bible Study. She is also an artist and participates in the

Fraser Program and regular art shows. Robert’s help is in-

valuable Sunday mornings. He is often seen raking leaves

before our folks arrive, helping with wheelchairs and walk-

ers and collecting bags of pop bottles to take home and sort

for our support of children in other lands. And of course

taking pictures for our Newsletter and Facebook page.

Both are a welcome and appreciated addition to our con-

gregation.

The Joy Christmas Craft Fair and Tea

Robert and Nana Yu



David Lemphers 1953—2012

JOY is being blessed with friendship of a special man and knowing that although he is no

longer with us, he is in heaven, reunited with his mother and father and many good friends

who have gone on before. David Lemphers left us on August 22, 2012. This is just a small

part of the eulogy given by his friend and care worker, Donna Cain.

David Lemphers passed away peacefully in hospital on August 22, 2012. When David was a

child, his family immigrated to Canada in 1956 from Sri Lanka. He came from a large close

family. His younger sister, Elaine, lives at the Arlington group home. He lived for the last 15

years at East 45th, along with Linda and Betty and his fellow roommate, Johnnie who

passed away earlier this year.

David was wonderfully unique. He was his own man and was always full of surprises. He was fiercely independent and

loved his freedom to make his own decisions. Dave never liked to be seen as being mentally challenged, wanting to be

seen as a regular guy. If you treated him with respect and dignity, he would bend over backwards to assist you. He loved

to be busy and loved to travel, having gone an a number of trips. His personal favourite was Victoria.

Those what took the time to know David and communicate and engage him at a deeper lever—I say that our lives are

richer for it. And for me, he taught me the value of treating all people equally, with respect and dignity, regardless of our

“labels” because we are all really the same. We all have disabilities --it’s just that some of us can hide ours better than

others.

by Donna Cain, Assistant Director, Residential Services, DDA.

JOY is being able to contribute in our

small way to the success of the Abe-

tavu Home in Uganda. Through our

Pennies For Heaven, we have paid for

the furnishing and decorating of one

of the children’s bedroom. They are

planning to move into their new

house at the end of this month. Many

of our congregation knew

Helping Others

Joy Fellowship Sign Language Choir

JOY is being able to sing the praises of the Lord in

different ways.

Carli Travers when she was a Camp Helper for Joy Fellowship. We have followed her work as she and her

husband Robert have set up the home for children in Uganda.
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Keep Collecting !!

Thank you to all who are continuing to collect cans and

bottles to support our children in India. We are hoping

to be able to support a child with a disability in China

this year.

Its been great to open envelopes from our supporters

with Canadian Tire money tucked inside them. We will

use this to help with extra camp expenses, so thank you

and keep it coming. :)

2013 Upcoming Events
Jan.5 – Prayer Meeting at Haywards

– first Saturday of every month – 11:00

Jan.10 – Mfest volunteers rally

Jan.25-27 – Missionsfest conference – Canada Place

Mar.23 – Joy Fellowship AGM – Trinity Baptist 7:00

May 4 – Joy Jamboree – Trinity Baptist – 10:00-2:00

June 7-9 - Camp Sunrise

Sept.28 - Walk the Wall for ICC – Stanley Park

Oct.11-13 - Camp Squamish

Nov.30 - Craft Fair

Pennies for Heaven
Our Pennies for Heaven are going to help the Abetavu chil-

dren’s home in Kampala, Uganda, that is Carli Travers’

remarkable ministry.

They are in the middle of a building project to have their own

farm and homes outside the city, where they can live rent-free,

and raise some of their own food. The web address is

www.carliskids.com

So far this year our Pennies for heaven have sent $750 to Carli

and the Abetavu ministry in Uganda, $650 to Samuel and

Charity in EL Salvator, and $500 to ICC in China.

Next month our gift will go to Pastor Mauricio in Costa Rica,

whom Peter and Sonia will be visiting.

As October 30, 2012 (10 months)

Total Income $122,038.83

Total Expenses $152,794.82

Operating Deficit ($30,755.99)

Your Joy Fellowship Board is thankful to the Lord for

His many blessings including your faithful support.

Please keep the Joy Fellowship ministry in your

prayers, so it accomplishes the Lord’s will.

JOY is being able to share glad tidings from our Brothers and

Sisters around the world!

Carli and Robert have a new son , his name is Zion Amani

Kirungi and he was born November 6th, 3.5 kgs.

Peter and Sonia are going to San Jose (Costa Rica ) to help a

small church reach out to other people in the community with

special needs. They will meet with them early in 2013.

A lovely Fall Newsletter was received from our dear friends

Lillian and Edmund who are currently working in Tianjin, China.

Both are busy teaching and enjoying their work in China. They

write they spent time providing staff relief in Sahnxi Orphanage,

where Lillian was using her skills she honed at our summer

camps to do the cooking. They are looking forward to a visit to

Australia soon.

David and Diane Bain, whose ministry in China we have been

supporting and for whom we have been praying, have come

home to Canada and are resuming their lives here.

The Janzen Family are beginning their Ministry in Fort St. John.

News from Away


