
Joy Fellowship Newsletter Fall 

2010 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Sept.5 - Janzen family visits Joy Fellowship 

Sept.11 - (11:15-1:30)  “Read the Word over Canada”                                           
 - Cross Canada  Public reading of Bible                                                                             

 - JF at Queen Elizabeth Park near the Henry Moore Statue 

Sept.14, 15, 16 - Bible Studies resume 
Sept.25 - (10:00-2:00) Walk the Wall                                                             

   Walk-a-thon raising funds for ICC in China - picnic                                                                                    
Sept. 26 - Morning services at Pearson Hospital 

Oct.1-3 - Camp Squamish - Friday to Sunday                                                    
 - No Myanmar service 

Nov.6 - (11:00-12:00) Prayer Meeting @ Haywards house 
Nov.14-17 - Mt Carmel bible College joins us for various activities. 

Nov.26 - Set up gym - 9:30-3:00 

Nov.27 - Christmas Tea and Craft Fair at Trinity Gym - 10 - 2 PM  

REMINDER 

On Sept. 26th we’ll be having our 
morning service at George Pearson 
Centre – 700 w.57th, (10:00-11:30) 
since there will be a wedding at the 
Oak St. church that morning.  

Sarah Brown, our own Olympian 

Sarah Brown went to London Ontario 
from July 11 to July 18th, representing 
British Columbia in the Special Olympics 
2010 Summer Games. 

 

Sarah is an excellent bowler and came 
back home with two Gold Medals, one 
Bronze Medal and a Silver team medal. 
 

Sarah enjoyed her time at the Summer 
Games and says the best part was meet-
ing other people from all parts of Canada 
who were competing at the games. 
 

 Congratulations Sarah! 

A Four Generations photo (Camp Alex last year) 

Kendal Newfeld, Malachi Newfeld (age 1), Carol Hansen, Lillian Wright. 
(age 82).               We feel truly blessed to have four generations of the 
Hansen family join us at camp. 

WALK THE WALL 2010 

Everyone is welcome to join us walking around Stanley Park seawall on September 25th. Please 
contact Dave Hayward Jr. for more information. See you there! 



Betty was a woman of great compassion and tenderness for the weak, sweet 
encouragement, gentle patience, deep loyalty and sacrificial love. 
 

Our congregation, Joy Fellowship, is now in our 36th year of serving with adults 
who have mental and physical disabilities in the Lower Mainland.  It has long 
been our concern that very few churches have people with disabilities as key 
members of their congregations, and are missing the great blessings that God 
means for us to enjoy, as we receive the gifts God has given them for us. 
 

Betty Gjertsen saw this and was doing the work of Joy Fellowship even before 
Joy  Fellowship began our work.  She had a cousin, Doreen Kirkrod, later to be 
called Bernice who had a mental disability, and Betty became like a mom for 
Bernice.  All the years Bernice was part of our Joy family, Betty was behind the 
scenes supporting and loving and providing for her.  When Bernice was young, 
Betty began a Sunday School class at Dunbar Evangelical Lutheran Church, for 
a group of children who had disabilities.   
 

When she heard that a similar little congregation had started over at Trinity 
Baptist, she selflessly brought her sheep over to the care of a new shepherd, my 
father.  Very unusual, I think you will agree – to surrender something that was 
precious to her, because she felt that they might find blessing in Joy Fellowship.   

She gladly served Joy Fellowship over all the years.                                        

She would attend our Sunday services when she could, usually about once a month until quite recently, and she became 
one of our  council members and served with wisdom, humility and grace. 

 

I know she was active at her own home church in many capacities. She was loyal to her Norwegian roots, and taught us a 
couple of Norwegian hymns, that were appropriate to our flock. Betty was a woman of prayer, and served Missionsfest 
on the Prayer Committee 

 

Betty lived a life of joyful confident faith in her God and Father and Lord and Saviour. We will miss Betty very much. 

SPOTLIGHT FOR PRAYER 

There is a lovely lady whom we would like to spotlight for prayer in this issue of our News Letter. It is Cathy Gilstrap, the web master 

for our website (www.joyfellowship.bc.ca) which includes our monthly prayer calendar and our on-line News Letter. In the school years 

1978 to 1980 she and Joy Gregory were roommates at Western Washington University in Bellingham, Washington. It was during those 
two years that they formed a close and loving friendship. They kept in touch over the years, even when Cathy married and moved south 

to Virginia. It was about nine years ago when Joy shared with Cathy the need for a web site for Joy Fellowship. Cathy was suffering 

severely from chronic pain at that time and had been unable to take on a job. She had never done anything before related to web sites but 

said to Joy that she would like to undertake it. She and Joy made a good team once again and very soon the web page was given an un-

solicited 1st prize in its category from dramashare.org and is listed on their site here: 

https://www.dramashare.org/links_miscellaneous_awards.php . I have recently learned that she has since then received a number of 

other awards for her work. For us it has been a means of many contacts and has expanded our ministry considerably.  

For some time now Cathy had been relieved of the severe pain and had a full-time job. Due to the recession in the States she lost her job. 

That has been a burden on them financially. She was given a job some months back and then let go. Now she is working but only 8 

hours a week. She has been able to do some freelance work typing, proofreading, and transcribing book manuscripts. It is the uncer-
tainty of her work that is hard but she says she is learning to trust God more for His provision for their every need. I would challenge 

you to pray for Cathy that she will be soon fully employed. Her work for us is free and has continued faithfully even since Joy's death in 

2007 as a continuing gift from Cathy to Joy.                                            By Ruby Hayward 

Tribute to Betty Gjertsen  - Dave Hayward Jr. 

Joy Fellowship held a very 
special service on Sun-

day, August 29th to say 

farewell to a very special 
person.  Our Assistant 

Pastor, Krisha Beyer, has 

left to return to her home 
in Minneapolis.  The con-

gregation gave testimony 
to the impact Krisha has 

had and the love she has 

given and received from 
our folks.  We will miss 

her very much and know 
God will continue to bless 

her as she seeks his will 

for her life. 

The Smiles 

The Hugs 

The Tears 

The Prayers 

The Congregation says good bye 

Farewell service and Potluck for Pastor Krisha Beyer 
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Joy Fellowship Team  Back row: Tracey, Nick, Dave Jr., Cindy, & Krisha Front Row: Leslie, Ann, and Joan 

Our Joy Fellowship team (Nick Chan, Tracy Mohns, Anne Cowper, Lezlee Bachand, Cindy Liao, Krisha Beyer and David 
Hayward Jr.)  met at the Vancouver Airport about 5:30 p.m. on Wednesday May 5th.  A great team came out to say fare-
well to us and joined us for prayer in the chapel.  After a flight of 13 ½ hours, we arrived in Auckland about 5:30 A.M.  on 
Friday May 7th.  We were joyfully welcomed by New Zealand friends who had been up since 4:30 a.m. and traveled out 
to the airport at dawn to greet us. 

 
Krisha, Cindy, Anne and Lezlee stayed at the Laura Ferguson Centre.  It is a great place where they have many single 
units for fairly independent adults with disabilities, plus a workshop, dining room, large gym with physiotherapist and a 
heated pool.  They had an apartment with three bedrooms, a shower/bathroom, washer and dryer, kitchen, dining area 
and a living room big enough for us to hold team meetings that is available for short term rentals.  Krisha and Cindy 
bought groceries and used the kitchen to prepare breakfasts, sandwiches for lunches and several dinners.  Malcolm 
Dixon drove the team all over the place in a wheel-chair accessible van, that belonged to one of the churches we visited. 

 
Joan and Tracy stayed in the home of Jim and Joy Renouf while Nick and David were at Dianne and Colin’s home, and 
later David went to stay with Jan and Kevin Bridgeman. 
 
Every day the weather forecast predicted rain, but everyday we woke to good weather and we believe God was watching 
out for us and wanted us to have a good time each day. 

 
Some of the highlights of our trip were attending a Joy Ministries gathering (where the team did a skit), and several sup-
portive churches, having an alumni reunion for folks who have visited us in Canada in the past (and their families), a visit 
to the CFFD Center (where we spoke and did some skits), a visit to the zoo, and the Parakai hot springs where everyone 
went swimming.  We celebrated Tracy’s birthday at the Auckland Museum. We had a lovely meal with Di and Hugh 
Willis, and did some sightseeing around Auckland and it’s suburbs and beaches, trying the public transit when we could.  

 
We attended their semi-annual national Joy Ministries Camp along with 160 other people.  Camp Matamata was a 
blessed weekend.  It was wonderful to see how this work is growing and to finally meet many of the leaders of the Joy 
Ministry Branches.  Our team was great and did many skits, on the theme of “What Would Jesus Do?”.  We had count-
less comments on how well the team worked together and how well they did their skit.  Krisha gave a lovely message on 
Saturday night at camp, while Joan gave a “workshop” on “Sign Language Choir” in the afternoon.  Sign Language is 
one of New Zealand’s three official languages, and they just had a sign language week.  Nick gave a lovely seminar on 
his Prayer Journal and it was well attended and well received. 

 
We were looked after royally and as you can tell, those who knew us showed us much love and care.  Our days flew by 
and before we knew it we were back home.  I think everyone was glad to be home and even gladder to have been part 
of this wonderful two-week trip of ministry and joy.   Dave Hayward Jr. 
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CAMP SUNRISE June 2010  

Our first big camp at the Salvation Army Camp Sunrise at Langdale was a time of blessing in spite of various 
problems. We missed the ferry on Thursday, because our bus was half an hour late, and the folks had to sit at 
the ferry terminal for an hour and a half – they were great – easy-going, co-operative, stayed together .We 
had to keep the group together on a crowded ferry, and get 50 of them down to the car deck and off the ferry 
on foot. It was a challenge, but we had great helpers and no one was lost! We had similar challenges with the 
ferry on the way home too, so I hope we have learned a few lessons…  

The first night, we were two hours late arriving at camp, but 
the kitchen saved the meal for us, and we had a great group 
of Sunshine Coast folks there 
to welcome us. We were 
short-handed that night, but 
the folks got along well, and 
adjusted to this new camp 
location very well.  

 

Carol Hansen did a fantastic job of providing wonderful crafts (perhaps our 
best ever!), which people really enjoyed, and many had lovely things to bring 
home. 

 

We had a lifeguard at the pool for two hours on Friday 
and Saturday, and in spite of forecasts of showers, we 
enjoyed sun almost always when we were outside. We 
set up a pitch 
and putt course, 
and a bocce 
field, and a cro-
quet ground, and 
had a great 
campfire in the 
woods. 

 

We had another great group 
of Sunshine Coast folks join 
us for supper on Friday (roast 
beef and Yorkshire pudding!!!) I am so thankful for this chance to be 
together with them. Karen Scott and Jack Borchert, the Gibsons pas-
tors who care for this flock, joined us and Karen shared about her 
recent visit to South Africa for a World Day of Prayer gathering. 

 

Rick noticed that we had a 
wonderful servant group of helpers, all of them actively involved in car-
ing for our folks. This made a big difference, and our folks also were 
seriously involved in serving one another – a great spirit. 

The camp staff were great to us, and we look forward to going up there 
again next year. We are cutting back our camps a bit – two big camps 
next year instead of three - partly because of cost and the difficulty our 
folks have affording so many camps, and also partly because we don’t 
want to burn out our helpers. Praise God for all who help us year after 
year!       

      By Dave Hayward Jr. 
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Keep Collecting !! 

Thank you to all who are continuing to collect cans and bottles to support our children in 

India. We are hoping to be able to support a child with a disability in China this year. The 

record for a single load of cans and bottles last year was over $200. 

It’s been great to open envelopes from our supporters with Canadian Tire money tucked 

inside them. We will use this to help with extra camp expenses, so thank you. 

Christmas Craft Fair 2010 
 

November 27th    10 AM to 2 PM 

Trinity Baptist Church 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Stocking stuffers, Bake Sale, Christmas Tea, White 
Elephant Sale, Christmas Caroling, Crafts, and the 

World Market. 

Everyone Welcome ! 

                     Pennies for Heaven                                       

For the past few years, Joy Fellowship has had a Pennies For Heaven 
campaign. Members take home a "Penny Jar" and are encouraged to 
throw their pennies and other small change into the jar, then return it to 

church. Although a few pennies might not seem like much, it is amazing 
how fast the pennies add up. Just ask Marion and Colin Burdall and their 
son Paul Anderson who wrap and bank the pennies. At a recent service, 
Marion told us they had wrapped $247 in pennies last month. If you think 
about it, that is 24,700 pennies. If each coin wrapper holds 50 cents 
worth of pennies, that is 494 rolls of coins. Granted there would be nick-

els and dimes in with the pennies, but that is an amazing amount of 
coins. Pennies are happily accepted from friends of Joy Fellowship and 
are put to good use.  

 

Our current project is to support Sonia 
Humphrey’s niece, Arli, a single woman in 

Rio de Janeiro in Brazil, who has been do-
ing ministry work with street kids, but is 
going blind, and seems likely to lose her 
ability to do the work she has been doing. 
We have so far sent her $500.00 to encour-

age and support her through this time. 

 

Our other projects this year include helping Honey and Joey, while they 
were waiting for their church sponsorship to begin-- $600. Support for a 
hostel in India, where a family was housing 200 Sora village children to 
make it possible for them to attend school in a bigger town – $600. 

We have also just sent $550 to World Vision for the flood victims in Paki-
stan (we had a special offering on one Sunday), and the Canadian govt. 
will double that to $1100 

Last year- ICC - supporting handicapped children in China - $400 

Samuel and Charity - work with street children in Guatemala - $600 

Keats camp - $800 

If you find pennies, nickels, dimes or quarters in the bottom of your 
pocket or purse, think about Joy Fellowship. 

Airline Pricing for People with Disabilities and Attendants 

 

As you may know, since the One Person/ One Fare policy was passed, many airlines have implemented special pricing 
for attendants of people with disabilities. WestJet, for example, only charges taxes and fees for the attendant, who must 
first go through an initial approval process. For information on WestJet and Air Canada's 'One-Person/One-Fare' poli-
cies, visit these links: 
WestJet http://www.westjet.com/guest/travelTips.jsp#oneperson 
AirCanada http://www.aircanada.com/en/travelinfo/before/specialneeds/attendant.html 


